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      Chords (Triads) 

            

C       

Triads are chords with just 3 notes, and there’s just 4 main types: 
major, minor, augmented, and diminished. 

The beginning note determines the name of the chord. 

Major chords are 
built by taking any 
starting note, going 

up 4 half-steps, 
then 3 half-steps: 

        

 

   

  E     

C major E major 

            

 D      

Minor chords are 
built by taking any 
starting note, going 

up 3 half-steps, 
then 4 half-steps: 
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D minor EH minor 
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Augmented chords 
are built by taking 
any starting note, 
going up 4 half-

steps, then 4 half-
steps again: 

        

 

   

C       

D augmented C augmented 
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Diminished chords 
are built by taking 
any starting note, 
going up 3 half-

steps, then 3 half-
steps again: 
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F diminished DH diminished 


